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Past President Bob West

Steps Up & Takes Charge!

Well, it just goes to show that a
person can never be too sure of
anything!  Just  when it seemed like the
Alamo Rotary Club would have to go
“dark” on June 23rd because the
current president, the incoming
president and the vice-president would
all be out out town, Club Historian Bob
West volunteered to run the meeting to
be held during the Rotary International
Convention to
be held in
Montreal,
Canada.

Although
the speaker
has not been
arranged yet,
it is the
general hope
and
consensus of
the
membership
who plan to
attend that
Mr. West
could by rights use the speaker’s time
to update and maybe even complete his
historian’s duties, bringing the audience
up to speed on the ins and outs of
several presidencies past!

At any rate, the current Presidents
Council of the Rotary Club of Alamo
wish to offer our sincere thanks to Bob
West for his generous offer to “stand in”
for those of us who will be away.  “Go
get ‘em, Bob!”  Thanks again!

Coming Events!
June 5th:  Bocce Ball Tourney
June 9th:  Steve Enoch, SRVUSD Super
June 12th:  Demotion/Promotion Party
June 16th:  Joe Hackman - Social Media
June 23rd:  Bob West Takes Charge Mtg.
June 30th:  Incoming President’s Meeting

Please visit our website at: www.alamorotary.org



The 4 Way Test:
1.  Is it the truth?

2.  Is it fair to all concerned?
3. Will it build goodwill and

better friendships?
4.  Will it be beneficial

to all concerned?

Today’s Guests
Our guests today were our speaker, “Personal Historian” Robin

Bell and visiting SRV Rotarian, Maureen Featherston.  Good to
have you both!

Father Bill was back on the job again
today and issued the following fines
and recognitions: Ken Soult was
docked $20 for buying wife Carol a
new, 4 year-old, SUV; Bill Randall was
fined $20 for his 62nd birthday; Ron
Mello was fined $20 for taking wife
Jean to Arizona, where they visited
with Nancy and Bob Hicks who are
both doing fine: Jack Thompson was
recognized $50 for celebrating his 35th
year of wedded bliss AND for passing a
“stone”, although the true nature of said
stone was not divulged to the listening
membership; and finally, Fly Boy Bill
Kiper was charged $20 for driving
around for a week and a half in North
Carolina with 10 other family members
in a 12 passenger van.  Was there an
empty seat, or was God Bill’s co-pilot?
Since they all survived, probably so.



Today’s Program

Today we were treated to the talents of speaker and Personal Historian/Video Producer,
April Bell.  April, who has been in the field of graphics for almost 20 years and who

has worked in the publishing industry for 13 years, makes Per-
sonal History Videos.  She has a degree in psychology and has
always possessed an interest and fascination in other people.
April formed her own business two years ago, Tree of Life Leg-
acies. She is a member of the Walnut Creek Historical Society
and of the Association of Personal Historians which is an inter-
national trade organization whose members have helped thou-
sands worldwide preserve their personal histories.  She now
endeavors “to preserve and share the stories of ordinary people
whose lives are extraordinary gifts.”
     So what is a personal history?  It
can include genealogy, memories, and

your ethics will.  It can serve to explain history, memorialize a
person, make a tribute, set a record straight, share a life with
loved ones or progeny, and can be a powerful combination of
the written and spoken word, scrap-booked together, using the
storyteller’s own voice and video image as narrator.
     April showed the members a DVD with examples of three
personal histories.  In the first, a woman related her experienc-
es meeting with Sister Theresa. In the second example, a
woman described her experiences as a young woman working
in WWII San Francisco, and the third example featured RI Past President Cliff

Dochterman describing the initial
stages of the Polio Plus Program.
     When asked how much such a
DVD Personal History would cost,
April said that the price would vary
according to how much of a produc-
tion was desired, but that it general-
ly ran less than paying for a
wedding reception.  If you would
like a more specific estimate, con-
tact April and she can give you lots
of options and prices.  Thanks Jan
for hosting April and thanks April
for a very interesting program!




